Chapter 22 Lawful Oaths (A) and Vows (B)
Lawful Oaths (A)

Roman Catholics
Anabaptists
Covenants




Assertory

I. A lawful oath is worship Promissory
A. A lawful oath is part of religious worship (see 21.5)

1. An oath is warranted by the Word of God, under the New Testament as well as under
the old(from 22.2)

II. Before God, as witness and judge,
A. The person swearing solemnly calisd
1. To witness what he asserts, or promises,
2. To judge him according to the truth or falsehood of what he swears.
III. In the holy name of God
A. The name of God only is that by which men ought to swear,
1. And therein it is to be used with all holy fear and reveeen
2. Therefore, to swear vainly, or rashly, by that glorious and dreadful Name;
B. To swear at all by any other thing, is sinful, and to be abhorred
IV. To lawful authority
A. Positively (end of 22)
1. So a lawful oath,
2. Being imposed by lawful authority (even if hees or infidels 22.4)
3. In such matters
4. Ought to be taken
B. Negatively (from end of 23)

1. Yetitis a sin to refuse an oath touching anything that is good and just

2. Being imposed by lawful authority
V. [In serious, lawful, possible matters
(Exposition of Oupon just occasionO 22.1)
A. Serious matters
1. Yet, as in matters of weight and moment (22.2)

2. Whosoever taketh an oath ought duly to consider the weightiness of so solemn an act
(22.3)



B. Lawful matters
1. Neithermay any man bind himself by oath
2. To anything but what is good and just
3. And what he believeth so to be

C. Possible matters

1. What he is able (and resolved) t%riple obligation I
VI. And so obliges to honest performance

A. To avouch nothing but what he is fully persuaded idrité (22.3)

B. An oath is to be taken in the plain and common sense of the words
1. Without equivocation
2. Or mental reservation.

C. Binds to performance
1. Though costly

2. Though made to heretics and infidels



Chapter 22 Lawful Oaths (A) and Vows (B)
Lawful Vows (B)

I. A vow is similar to an oath

II. But is made to God

ITI. Voluntarily

IV. Out of faith and conscience to duty

V. To thank God for mercy received

VI. Or to strongly express our desires

VII. Committing ourselves more wholeheartedly to holy actions

VIII. According to the Word of God



I. A vow is similar to an oath
A. A vow is of the like nature with a promissory oath
B. And ought to be made with the like religious care
C. And to be performed with the like faithfulness
II. Butis made to God
A. It is not to be made to any creature
B. But to God alone
ITI. Voluntarily
A. And that it may be accepted, it is to be made voluntarily
IV. Out of faith and conscience to duty
A. Out of faith
B. And conscience of duty
V. To thank God for mercy received
A. In way of thankfulness for mercy received,
VI. Or to strongly express our desires
A. Or for the obtaimg of what we want
VII. Committing ourselves more wholeheartedly to holy actions
A. Whereby we more strictly bind ourselves to necessary duties
B. Or, to other things
C. So far and so long as they may fitly conduce thereunto
VIII. According to the Word of God
A. No man may vowo do
1. Any thing forbidden in the Word of God
2. Or what would hinder any duty therein commanded

3. Or which is not in his own power, and for the performance whereof he has no promise
of ability from God

B. In which respects (specifically)
1. Popish monasticalowsof perpetual single life

2. Professed poverty



3. Regular obedience,
C. Are so far from being degrees of higher perfection
1. That they aresuperstitious and sinful snares

2. In which no Christian may entangle himself.

ﬂefore, when people say to me, "If | tell you
something, will you promise not to tell any- one?" |
reply, "There's no way | can make a promise like
that without knowing what it is that you're about to
tell me. | can promise you that if whatever you tell
me is of a personal nature, | will do everything in
my power, that righteousness demands, to guard
that secret and to hold it in confidence, but |
cannot give you a blanket promise." (RC I, 359)




